Saint Augustine of Hippo was a Roman African, early Christian
theologian and philosopher from Numidia whose writings influenced the
development of Western Christianity and Western philosophy. He was
the bishop of Hippo Regius in north Africa and is viewed as one of the most
important Church Fathers in Western Christianity. Among his most important
works are The City of God, On Christian Doctrine and Confessions.

After his baptism and conversion to Christianity in 386, Augustine developed
his own approach to philosophy and theology, accommodating a variety of
methods and perspectives. Believing that thegrace of Christ was
indispensable o human freedom, he helped formulate the doctrine of original
sin.

Augustine is recognized as a saint in the Catholic Church, the Eastern
Christian Church, and the Anglican Communion and as a preeminent Doctor of
the Church. He is also the patron of the Augustinians. His memorial is
celebrated on 28 August, the day of his death. Augustine is the patron
saint of a number of parishes, cities and dioceses. Martin Luther in
particular, held Augustine in preeminence among early Church Fathers. Luther
himself was, from 1505 to 1521, a member of the Order of the Augustinian
Eremites.

Historian Diarmaid MacCulloch has written: "Augustine's impact on Western
Christian thought can hardly be overstated; only his beloved example Paul of
Tarsus, has been more influential, and Westerners have generally seen Paul
through Augustine's eyes."
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