
Environmental Stewardship Ministry
Minutes for July 1, 2021 Meeting
Meeting was called to order by Mariah Doyle at 6:00pm.
In attendance: Mariah Doyle (Ministry Leader, Moderator, Parish Council Liaison), Deacon
Adelia Sandoval (Member, Clergy Council Liaison). Members present: Anitha Madanu, Polly
Touhey, Sharon Smith (Scribe for this meeting) Guest: Joshua Cruz
Members excused: Bertie Ninichuck, Béa Tiritilli, Kelly Querijero, Gene Rascon, Br. Christopher.
Members Br. Christopher, Bob and Susan Morano have recently left this ministry due to their
moves out of the area.
Opening prayer was led by Deacon Adelia.
Approval of the minutes from the June 3, 2021 meeting was discussed. Anitha made a motion
to accept the minutes as presented. The motion was seconded by Polly, and the motion was
passed unanimously.
The Mission Statement was read by Deacon Adelia.
Old Business:
Mariah discussed The Sacred Lands field trip to the Ecology Center in San Juan Capistrano on
June 26, 2021. It was well attended and very successful.  Adelia added that it was a great way
to end the course on Food and Farming. She added that bringing this program to Saint
Matthew worked well and suggested that another similar class be offered in the future.  She
also encouraged those who attended to share their experience with other parishioners.  Mariah
added that the same topic can be offered a second time this year if there is interest.  Sharon
said that the ministry needs to find a way to communicate with Saint Matthew about this
program and other activities that have been done.  Mariah suggested articles in the bulletin
such as tips on local farmer markets.  Sharon added that the group needs a historian that is
sure to catch photo opportunities such as the Sacred Lands outing to the Ecology Center.
The photo taken during the plant sale was discussed.  It will be passed on to CPRM along with
the ESM Mission Statement for the Spotlight informational segment for Instagram and
Facebook.
New Business:
Special Guest Joshua Cruz discussed partnering with the Youth Group at Saint Matthew.  He
agreed that working with the various ministries at the church was a great idea sometime in the
future.  However, he plans to focus on building a foundation with our young people first.  He
stressed the need for them to get in touch with themselves and to establish relationships within
their own group.  He talked about their learning to trust adults, and also their need to make the
connection of “service to God” and “Christ called me here today”.  This process will depend on
the youth.  Plans are to slowly include church members to gatherings.   He ended on a
humorous note of how kids enjoy food related activities.  Adelia shared a story about Kelly’s
son Marc and his interest in elderberry tea, and also talked about gardening programs where
children grow their own plants to make salsa. Polly shared that Josh had made valid points.
Adelia said “they are the future of Saint Matthew”.  Kelly expressed her gratitude for Josh’s
work with the kids, and that it is not an easy task.
Adelia discussed the possibility of partnering with Orange County ICE.  Mariah announced a
gathering on August 28,2021 at the home of Susan Chamberlin who will focus her talk about
trees.  ESM members and their spouses are invited.  Also, Susan from the Sierra Club may
come and speak at our next meeting.
The question of future activities was discussed.  Sharon mentioned sharing researching and
sharing home recipes for cleaning products and cosmetics.



The possibility for meeting in person was discussed.  Meeting on the fourth Sunday of the
month between masses at 10:30 am -11:30 am in the SMECC classroom was settled on.
Closing prayer was said by Deacon Adelia.
Respectfully submitted, Sharon Smith


