Educational Gerontology, 26:77 1-789, 2000 or Xl
Copyright © 2000 Taylor & Francis A"
0860-1277/00 $12.00 + .00 3

. .
"w 'ﬂ‘

INTELLECTUAL VERSUS WISDOM-RELATED
KNOWLEDGE: THE CASE FOR A DIFFERENT KIND OF
LEARNING IN THE LATER YEARS OF LIFE

Monika Ardelt
Department of Sociology,
University of Florida,
Gainesville, Florida, USA

Lifelong learning and continued education are essential for older people who
want to stay involved in a rapidly changing world. However, in the later years
of life, it may be even more important to acquire the timeless and universal
knowledge of wisdom. Whereas intellectual knowledge enables elderly people to
stay involved in worldly affuirs, wisdom-related knowledge helps them to prepare
for the physical and social decline of old age and ultimately their own death,
Moreover, while intellectual knowledge tends to decrease with advancing age,
the relationship between wisdom and aging is potentially positive, provided that
cognitive deterioration does not become pathological. By illustrating the difference
between intellectual and wisdom-related knowledge in the areas of goals, approach,
range, acquisition, effects on the knower, and relation to aging, it is argued that
wisdom rather than intellectual knowledge is crucial for aging well.

You have learned great pyramids of knowledge. But if that
learning is not exercised through experience, it cannot be
realized. ... Like most people, you don't experience with
your whole self. That is the difference between knowledge
and wisdom.

Agnes Whistling Elk, cited in
Flight of the Seventh Moon,
Lynn V. Andrews, 1984, p. 190,
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