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YEAR B

Thirty-second Sunday of the Year

Focus

A crucifix and candle, with a selection of money in notes
and coins scattered around them.

Introduction

It is not important how much we give but what is in our
hearts when we make an offering to God. However
grand the gesture, however large the donation, if it is
made without love, then it is worthless to God.

Gloria

Gospel Acclamation
Light the Gospel candle and sing Acclamation 3.

Gospel

A reading from the Gospel of St Mark (12:38-44)
(See page 386.)

Reflection

How did the scribes like to draw attention to their holiness?
Traditionally, Jewish men wore prayer robes with
fringed tassels at each corner (to remind them of God’s
commandments), but the robes and tassels of the scribes
were larger and longer than those of anyone else to
empbhasise their dedication to God’s laws. They also took
the best seats when invited to a feast, and made sure
that they sat at the front of the synagogue nearest to the
holy scrolls of the Torah (scriptures).

Have you ever heard the expression, ‘Empty vessels make
the most noise'? What do you think it means? What did
Jesus think of their gestures?

Jesus could see into their hearts and he knew that their
grand gestures of holiness were empty and meaning-
less. They would obey the law faithfully but selfishly
disregard what was important to God or the needs and
feelings of other people. They acted to ensure their own
glorification and heavenly reward, with little regard for
anyone else.

What did the wealthy Jews put into the collection box
inside the Temple?
Many of them made large donations of money.

How much did the old woman give?
She gave two small coins worth as little as a penny.

Who gave more — the wealthy Jews or the old woman?
The wealthy men gave large amounts of money, but
they could easily afford to do so. Their generosity made
little difference to the quality of their lives. The old
woman gave the only two coins she had; she gave
everything and was left with nothing. It wasn't the
amount they gave that mattered to Jesus, it was the
‘value’ of their gift.

What does this story teach us?

God values whatever offerings we make to him when
we make them with love. It isn’t the size of our offering
that matters but the love with which it is given. Every-
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thing we do or;say in our homes, schools, shops, cars or
playground can be offered to God as a sign of our love
to him.

Activity

Arrange several identical or similar containers, filled
with d1fferen‘t amounts of the same material (for
example, dried pasta or rice), in front of the children.
(One container should be completely full.) Ask the
children Whei;her or not they think that each con-
tainer will make the same amount of noise if some-
one shakes them. Invite some of the children to see
for themselves' The ‘empty vessels’ make more noise
than the container that is completely full. When our
lives are full qf love, we do not need to make a lot of
‘noise’ to draw attention to our goodness!

Now give eac%_h child an activity sheet to complete
and colour.

T

Intercessions _

As brothers and sisters in one loving family,
together let us pray to our heavenly Father:

We pray for those who give up comforts and luxury
to help the poor, the homeless and the unloved.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray that greed and selfishness
do not make us blind to the needs of others.

Lord, in your mércy hear our prayer.

We pray that rich countries and nations

share what they have with their poorer neighbours.
Lord, in your mé:rcy, hear our prayer.

We pray for forgifveness and peace in our troubled world.
Lord, in your mércy, hear our prayer.

Knowing that 0121r heavenly Father is listening,
in the silence of our hearts
let us share our own unspoken prayers with him.

Silence

Loving Father, ‘

listen to our prayers and enrich our lives with your love.
Make them an offermg that is pleasing to you.

Grant this through Jesus our Lord.

Amen.



Year B

Thirty-Second Sunday of the Year

The generous woman

INTRODUCTION
Today’s Gospel story teaches us that it is not how

much we give to others that is important, but how

we give it and what is in our hearts at that
moment.

SIGN OF THE CROSS

LiGHT THE CANDLES
Light the candles and sing the Candle Song
together.

SORRY
Ask one of the children to choose a “sorry color”
prayer for everyone to read aloud.

GLORIA

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia.
Happy are the poor,

because they will see the kingdom of God.
Alleluia, alleluia.

GospPEL (MARK 12:41-44)

When Jesus was in the temple one day, he watched
the people putting their money in a collection box
as their offering. Many of the wealthy Jews gave
large amounts of money.fhen a poor old woman
came into the temple and'dropped two small coins,
worth no more than a dime, into the box. Seeing
this, Jesus turned to his disciples and said, “This
old woman has given more than any of the others!
They gave money that they could spare, but she
has given all the money that she had.”

DiscussION
Do you mind sharing what you have with other
people? It is easy to share when we have plenty,
because we do not really miss what we have given
away. It is much harder to give to others, when we
have very little ourselves.

Imagine you have a large bag of candy and were
asked to share it with everyone in this room.

Would you find it hard to do? Probably not,

because there would be enough to give everyone a
piece and still have p}enty left.

Now imagine you had just one piece of your
favorite candy. How easy do you think it would be
to give that precious candy away to someone else?

The rich men had| plenty of money, and like us
with a large bag of candy, it made little difference
if he gave lots of it a\}vay

The poor old woman only gave two small
coins, and yet Jesus isaid that she had given the .
most. Why? The old woman gave very little, but it
was all she had, so she had given everything. She
trusted in God to prov1de her with whatever she
needed.

Today’s Gospel teaches us about giving and
sharing. It is not how|much we give that is impor-
tant but how we give| lit, and what is in our hearts
when we share something. Giving and sharing
with a loving and sincere heart is what really mat-
ters to God. l

What can you givé and share with other peo-
ple? Some things are: ;

—your love; _

—your time; ‘

—your toys and posscssxons,

—your happiness; 1

—your friendship. |
(Encourage the ch1ldrcn to suggest their own
ideas.) ‘!

ACTIVITY

Copy this picture showmg the old widow putting
all that she had into the offering box. Encourage
the children to draw Jesus and some rich men as
part of the scene. ]i

CREED ‘

CLOSING PRAYER
Dear Lord, teach us how to share
and never to be greedy,
because everythmg that we have
comes from you. |
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