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THINK and LOOK ahead

Color the letters marked with a e
to find the name of God’s special messenger!
Write the letters on the lines below

* STEP BY STEP »

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR C

Be ready to
welcome Jesus!

LUKE 21:25-28, 34-36

Jesus will come again—but only God
knows what day and time!

Find these letters hidden in the picture:
B-E R-E-A-D-Y

YEARC « FIRST SUNDAY OF ApvEnT
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We know what
will happen by the signs

we see around us
(Luke 21:25).

Advent begins today.
We light one candle.

\

Trace the candle. Color the picture

Maitch the pictures that go together

YEAR C + FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT



INIAGQY JO AVONNS LSYHI4 = 3 HVIA

XA-d-v-3-9 d-d h‘« @
vanjord a1) UT UappTY SI9119] 8S0Y] PUL] ,’
| (

j9Lil} pue Aep 1eym smou|
pog Ajuo Jng—uiede 3woDd ||im snsaf

MOT3q SIUIT 81[1 U0 SI9)38] Y] 9JTIM
jreduessour reoads s,pop Jo aureu a1y puy 03
® ¥ YIIM POHIBUIL SI3))9T S1f] 10[0D

9£-v£ '8Z-5Z°1Z 3N

jSnNsaf awoojom
0} Apeal ag —

PESUENOOT PUE )INIHL

J UV3IA LNIAQY S0 AVANNS LSYI4

e dILS Ag dILS -



YEAR C

First Sunday of Advent

Focus

A Bible open at today’s Gospel passage, a small Advent
wreath, and a selection of stars and moons (see Activity)
scattered around the display.

Introduction

What signs do we see in the world around us to warn
us that autumn and winter are on the way? (Encourage
the children to share their ideas.) Only God knows when
the world will end, but he will send us unmistakable
signs to warn us that the time has come for Christ's
glorious return.

Gospel Acclamation

Light the first Advent candle on the wreath and sing the
Advent Acclamation for Year C.

Gospel
A reading from the Gospel of St Luke (21:25-28, 34-36)

Jesus said, ‘Before the Son of God returns, there will be
signs in the sun, moon and stars, and people will be
afraid and bewildered by all that they see. There is
nothing to fear; instead, give thanks to see the power
and glory of God. Hold your heads high because your
salvation is near. Stay awake and always keep yourselves
ready to meet the Son of God, so that you are not taken
by surprise when he comes unexpectedly.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lotd Jesus Christ.

Reflection

Have you any idea how many stars there are in the
night sky?

If you look up at the sky on a clear, dark night it is
possible to see about 3000 of the billions of stars in our
galaxy. Some are small and faint, while others are much
larger and very bright.

Ancient star waichers noticed that stars form patterns
in the sky. They imagined that the shapes formed ‘pictures’
and gave them names. Do you know the names of any of
these star patterns or pictures?

Some like the ‘Little Bear’ are named after animals,
whilst others such as ‘The Plough’ are named after the
object they resemble.

If you were out in open country or at sea, how could the
sun, moon and stars help you?

Navigation is the process of working out where you are
and in what direction you are travelling. Before modern
aids, people would use the sun by day and the moon
and stars by night to navigate and find their way. Because
the sun always rises in the east and sets in the west,
people knew in which direction they were travelling.
The position of the stars at night and measurement of the
distances between them also allowed them to do this.
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Who else uses the sun, the moon and stars to find their
way?

Many animals and birds depend on the night sky and
the position of the sun to help them find their way as
they migrate or make long journeys in search of food,
warmth or somewhere to raise their young.

What would you need to see the night sky really clearly?
A powerful telescope allows us to see the stars, moon
and sun in great detail.

Why did Jesus tell us to keep a careful watch on the sky?
At the end of time, before Jesus returns in glory, there will
be signs in the sky to warn us of his coming. We don’t
know exactly what those signs might be, but they will be
unmistakable to everyone who sees them. Jesus reassures
us not to worry but to celebrate his glorious return.

Activity

Copy the templates and cut out star, moon and sun
shapes from thin metallic card. Decorate these with
glitter, tinsel and stick-on shapes, and attach gold
thread to hang them from your tree.

Intercessions

As brothers and sisters in one loving family,
together let us pray to our heavenly Father:

That Christians everywhere will lead lives
filled with love, forgiveness and truth,

so that Christ may find us ready to greet him
when he comes again.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

That the homeless, the poor and the unloved
will experience the warmth of Christ's love this Christmas
as we make thern welcome.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

That people who are filled with hate and anger
may find peace and joy as they prepare to celebrate
Christ’s coming.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

That anyone who feels lonely or sad
will find hope and happiness through our loving care
and concern.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Knowing that our heavenly Father is listening,
in the silence of cur hearts
let us share our own unspoken prayers with him.

Silence

Loving Father,

keep us close to your love

and forever ready to greet Christ when he returns in glory.
We ask this in the name of Christ our Lord.

Amen.



