
Environmental Stewardship Ministry 
Minutes for August 22, 2021 Meeting 
Meeting was called to order by Mariah Doyle at 11:40 am (live, between masses, in gazebo 
outside of Saint Matthew). 

In attendance: Mariah Doyle (Ministry Leader, Moderator, Parish Council Liaison), Deacon 
Adelia Sandoval (Member, Clergy Council Liaison). Members present: Sharon Smith (Scribe for 
this meeting) Deacon Tony Russo, Anitha Madanu, and Bertie Ninichuck .  Guests: Father 
Chinappa Mandanu, Doris Hand 

Members excused: Kelly Querijero, Béa Tiritilli, Polly Touhey 

Opening prayer was led by Deacon Adelia.  She explained Brother Christopher’s relocation 
circumstances and added a prayer for him to find the perfect new home. 

Approval of the minutes from the July 1, 2021 meeting was discussed. Sharon made a motion 
to accept the minutes as presented. The motion was seconded by Anitha, and the motion was 
passed unanimously.  

The Mission Statement was read by Deacon Adelia. 

Report From the Ministry Leader: 

Mariah acknowledged Sharon for her efforts to “go green” for hospitality duty (refreshments 
provided in the gathering room after mass).   She provided ceramic coffee mugs rather than 
paper and offered bagels, cream cheese, string cheese and nuts as a nutritious alternative to 
sweet pastries. 

Mariah also reported that the Just Faith organization recently recommended that “churches 
need to work with their community”.  She expressed her pleasure that ESM is on track with 
many activities so far this year. Examples include propagating and planting native plants at 
Mariah’s and Adelia’s home, “walking the land” identifying and learning about native plants at a 
local park, reaching out to friends and family via Zoom to present the course Sacred Lands: 
Food and Farming, the field trip to the Ecology Center in San Juan Capistrano,  recycling, 
“Environmental Mindfulness” tips offered in the church bulletin, and providing a plant sale at 
the church. 

Old Business:  

Mariah shared that Spotlight information has been submitted to CPRM.  It included the ESM 
mission statement and a group photo taken at the plant sale.  Br. Christopher’s video has also 
been offered as an inspiration for future Church public relations projects. 

The OCICE event discussed at the last meeting is scheduled for this Saturday at the home of 
Susan Chamberlin.  It will include a vegetarian potluck and talk about tree planting.  It is an 
opportunity to learn and get involved and will lead to a larger event to be held October 16, 
2021.   Mariah and Deacon Adelia are unable to attend, however Deacon Tony expressed 
interest and will check for his own availability. 



New Business: 

Mariah began the topic of future projects and asked Sharon to share her idea of planting new 
decorative planters around the church.  Sharon found funding and has already purchased 
replacements for the old planters. The project was met with a positive response from those in 
attendance.  Sharon will take the lead in providing plants (described as thrillers, fillers, spillers) 
soil and tools; and Deacon Tony offered to take the lead in suppling hardware and tools for 
bolting the planters to the posts. The date for the planting project was set for Saturday, 
September 11, 2021 at 8:00 am.  It is estimated to take approximately four hours to complete 
all 17-18 large planters. 

The Sacred Lands: Food and Farming course may be offered again if more people are 
interested.  A $10.00 donation is requested to help support similar courses in the future.  
Deacon Tony might be interested in facilitating.  Sharon might be interested in taking the 
course a second time.  All ESM members are asked to contact family and friends who might 
want to participate. Doris reminded the ministry that the Hispanic community at the 12:30 
mass may be interested and to follow up with information for them.  The program may begin as 
soon as late September and continue through early November. 

Bertie reported that she has recently collected 9 bags of recyclables to be turned in.  Her 
efforts this year have already been very successful in raising funds for ESM.   

Guest Doris Hand discussed mindfulness about using water and provided some tips.  Others 
added their own ideas of ways to conserve water.   She also talked about avoiding the excess 
of plastics when shopping. 

Closing prayer was said by Deacon Tony. 

Respectfully submitted, Sharon Smith 

 
 


