
Environmental Stewardship Ministry 
Minutes for September 26, 2021 Meeting 
Meeting was called to order by Mariah Doyle at 11:10 am (live, between masses, in gazebo 
outside of Saint Matthew). 

In attendance: Mariah Doyle (Ministry Leader, Moderator, Parish Council Liaison), Deacon 
Adelia Sandoval (Member, Clergy Council Liaison). Members present: Sharon Smith (Scribe for 
this meeting), Deacon Tony Russo, Béa Tiritilli, Polly Touhey and Bertie Ninichuck. 

Members excused: Kelly Querijero, Anitha Madanu  

The meeting opened with a performance of the “Harvest Song” by Mariah and Deacon Adelia.  
Deacon Adelia explained the significance and tradition of this Acjachmen song. 

Approval of the minutes from the August 22, 2021 meeting was discussed. Deacon Adelia 
made a motion to accept the minutes as presented. The motion was seconded by Deacon 
Tony, and the motion was passed unanimously.  

The Environmental Stewardship Ministry Mission Statement was read by Mariah. 

Old Business:  

Sacred Lands: Food and Farming Class          
Mariah reminded the group that this program has been paid for and could be presented a 
second time this year if people are interested. Deacon Adelia and Mariah will attend, make  
announcements and run Zoom, Deacon Tony offered to be a course facilitator, Sharon said she 
would like to take the course a second time, Bea expressed interest depending on scheduling 
days and times and also pressing demands at her job. Those in attendance agreed to invite 
friends and family who may be interested. Sharon recommended the Zoom option over live 
meetings in case some participants are long distance or otherwise more likely to attend from 
home. Meetings will be scheduled on Sunday afternoons at 4:00-6:00 pm as follows: 

October 10, 2021 Introduction 
October 17, 2021 Session 1 
October 24, 2021 Session 2 
October 31, 2021 Session 3 
November 7, 2021 Session 4 
November 14, 2021 Session 5 
November 21, 2021 Session 6 
November 28, 2021 Session 7 
December 5, 2021 Field Trip 
December 12, 2021 Concluding Meeting, Session 8 
 

Potted Plants 
Sharon discussed circumstances around rescheduling a date for planting 18 large decorative 
planter pots that will replace the original pots placed outside around the church.  ESM would 
like to avoid disrupting events going on in the church throughout the week, so three dates were 
suggested to run past Kelly for availability: October 13, 16, and  27. Mornings are preferable. 



Funding the soil was also discussed.  Bea has already donated $20 towards the soil, Polly 
offered to donate two bags of soil.  The expense of soil will be tracked for possible 
reimbursement out of the EMS account. 
 
Saint Francis Transitus 
Deacon Adelia discussed the upcoming celebration of the Transitus of Saint Francis to be held 
at 6:00 pm on October 3, 2021.  She requested a donation from the ESM account of $100.00 
for the use of the chapel and candles. The group agreed that this was a worthy use of EMS 
funds. Deacon Adelia then made a motion to donate $100:00 from the EMS account to Saint 
Matthew General Fund for the use of space and to cover candle expenses for the Transitus of 
Saint Francis service to be held on October 3, 2021. The motion was seconded by Polly, and 
the motion was passed unanimously. 

New Business 

Plant Sale            
Sharon discussed possible dates for the upcoming plant sale.  The group determined that 
Sunday, November 21 (before, during and after the masses) would work best considering 
many factors during this busy time of year.  Sharon will pass this information along to CPRM 
and Jennie Guida. 

Planting at The Park                
Bea discussed follow-up plans to plant native plants at Santiago Park, mentioning that the 
rainy season was soon approaching.  Saturday mornings December 4 and 11, 2021 are 
possible dates that she will take to the Santa Ana Parks and Recreation Department for 
approval and handle any other details that need to be addressed. 

Butterfly Report           
Sharon shared photos of the Pigmy Blue Butterfly that she recently sighted in Carbon Canyon.  
This is the smallest butterfly in the world and rarely seen. 

Closing prayer was given by Deacon Tony. 

Respectfully submitted, Sharon Smith 

 
 


