
      SAINT MATTHEW 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Minutes 
MEETING DATE: June 13, 2023 6:30PM-8:30PM 

 

    

1 Opening Prayer       Bishop Peter Hickman 

2 Roll & Quorum Determination 

         2023 Parish Council Members Roll Call 

 Lydia Russo-(Chairperson) present    Anitha Madanu-absent 

 Teri Davis (Asst. Chairperson) (absent-Bea was proxy)  Polly Touhey -present 

 Irene Bronson -present      Jim Hoisington -present 

 John Deane -present      Bea Tiritilli -present  

 Ana Diaz -absent (Lydia was proxy)    Martha Ladezma* 

 Katie Henry -absent      Gary Espinoza* 

  

Guests present: 

Sharon Smith * 

Mariah Doyle* 

Paul Schumacher *  

Bishop Peter *  

Jennie Guida  

Mary Ann Hoisington 

Tony Russo 

Fr. Art  

Tonya Adams 

Jason Adams 

 

*= via Zoom 

 

Quorum determined to be present 

 

3. Approval of minutes for May 2023     Lydia Russo 

Jim  moved to pass, Irene seconded, and the minutes were approved unanimously        

 

  

4. Old Business 

  4.1.1 Church Custodial Service      Bea Tiritilli/Deacon Tony 

Jennie and Bea spoke their concerns. We’re not sure what we’re paying for. The kitchen and gathering-

room floors have been quite dirty, and crumbs have been found all over the tables Sunday mornings, 

despite the fact that they’re supposed to be cleaned Saturday night. Jennie and Mimi will follow up to 

determine custodian Maria’s situation. 



  4.1.2 Church search update      Deacon Tony Russo 

 Tony said there haven’t been many properties hitting the market in the past month. He thinks 

bringing on more brokers would be helpful. Tony and Jetty have begun a prayer group for the purpose 

of finding a church. 

             

5. New Business 

  5.1 Report from our Bishop      Bishop Peter 

Peter would like us to consider moving the 9:30 mass to 10:00.  He said Bishop Chinnappa would 

like to conduct a healing mass at 8:00. A discussion ensued on the benefits of a 10:00 or 10:30 mass. We 

also discussed the possibility of adding a weekly bilingual mass. These matters will be brought up with 

the clergy council. 

 

6. Report from the Parish Pastor-     Fr. Art Querijero 

 What were the things we said we’d do in January? We said we would strengthen leadership and 

relationship. We need to continue to be more than just people who fill a function. It should not be “I 

have to be there because I’m (singing, giving an announcement, etc.)” which will lead to burn out; but if 

we go to relate to God and each other, it will not feel like a chore to be here. 

 

7. Reports from the Standing Ministry Teams 

  7.1 Finance        Katie Henry 

Katie was absent so Tony presented. We were -10,550.89 for May, on paper; but Tony said there 

were several thousands of dollars not accounted for on paper, so we came close to breaking even. Polly 

wants us to look for a higher-paying CD rate once ours mature. 

Jenny discussed some fundraisers, including Rubio’s, which netted around $200; and plans for 

candy sales and a future movie night. This July there are five Sundays and we may do a fiesta on the 

fifth. Clergy Council will discuss a unity mass that day. 

 

  7.2 Social Justice       Gary Espinoza 

 Social justice group has begun selling candy after the 12:30 mass to raise funds for their causes. 

Gary will be doing outreach at the Pride festival June 24. Sharon will join him. 

 

  7.3 Holy Land Pilgrimage      Jennie Guida 

 Four people have signed up so far. Dates have changed to Sept. 10-20. 

  

8 Open Forum/Q&A 

 Trunk and Treat being planned for October. 

 Tonya asked for an update on the plan to form an ECC region. Tony said that Bishop Pablo said 

he will come out, meet with Bishops Peter and Armando, try to make peace, then proceed from there. 

 

9. Next meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 11, 2023 

9. Closing Prayer       Bishop Peter 

Adjournment at 7:50 with closing blessing from Bishop Peter 


